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LOTTERYWEST GRANTS - VEHICLES 
Grievance 

MRS C.A. MARTIN (Kimberley) [10.03 am]:  I grieve to the Minister for Government Enterprises in regard to 
Lotterywest grants for vehicles.  I acknowledge that Lotterywest does a great job in all things, but my grievance 
relates to the contribution by non-profit organisations towards their grants.  I have copies of the grant application 
form, the information kit and additional information for asset management plans.  It is a great process, but I do 
not think that it takes into consideration a number of things.  The first is that above the twenty-sixth parallel there 
is predominantly no public transport and it falls, therefore, on non-government organisations to provide it.  Of 
course, the cost of living above the twenty-sixth parallel can be anything from 12 to 17 per cent higher than that 
in the Perth metropolitan area.  We must then take into consideration the cost of fuel, which in some places is 
$2 a litre.  There is then the tyranny of distance.  The distance between one location and another along the Great 
Northern Highway can be hundreds of kilometres and hours of driving.  Vehicles are very important and allow 
people who live under unfortunate circumstances to get around and allow organisations to provide a service that 
is not only relevant, but also safe and affordable in the long term. 

Most organisations above the twenty-sixth parallel provide services to alleviate poverty.  However, the grant 
application forms contain a number of sections that cause me some alarm.  The one I am grieving about today 
refers to the contribution by an applicant.  Because these not-for-profit organisations do not have the capacity to 
raise funds, but rely on grants and are mainly government funded, they are disadvantaged by having to make a 
contribution.  If they were in Perth, they could have a fundraiser event or something like that, but in those more 
remote communities they do not have the opportunity.  For example, I spoke to the Numbud patrol in Derby last 
week.  They told me they were having problems fundraising to purchase a bus.  A bus is part of their core 
business because the Numbud patrol travels around assisting people to get home when they are affected by 
alcohol.  The patrol’s constitution requires them to have transport.  They contacted me to help them out with a 
contribution.  I said that I could not do it and suggested fundraising, but it is not possible because the incomes of 
people living in the area do not allow it. 

Dr K.D. Hames:  Lotterywest does waive the 10 per cent contribution on occasions.  For example, an aged 
persons group is just starting up in my constituency, and Lotterywest is putting in money for some basic 
equipment to get it started.  If you wrote a letter saying that you were not in a position to raise the 10 per cent, 
Lotterywest could waive it. 

Mrs C.A. MARTIN:  The contribution could be between 10 and 20 per cent.  The Police and Citizens Youth 
Club and the over 50s club in Broome have just got a new bus.  They needed to make the contribution.  It may be 
because they were in a position to do it.  In other instances it is not the case.  Sometimes there is a need for more 
than one vehicle to be purchased from the grant.  I am pleased to hear there is a way.  Perhaps the Minister for 
Government Enterprises will give me more information on that. 

Lotterywest does a great job providing lots of programs.  I am concerned about the vehicle program, simply 
because it has the greatest impact on non-government organisations in my electorate.  Taking all that into 
consideration, I wonder whether there is a formal process by which Lotterywest could waive the requirement for 
a 10 to 20 per cent contribution, and streamline the process so that applicants were made aware of it before 
making an approach to me.  Lotterywest has a great record of supporting organisations in my electorate, and the 
Lotterywest sticker can be seen everywhere.  That means Lotterywest is not only visible, but also accessible.  
However, I would like some changes to be made to the guidelines that are handed to people when they want to 
apply for grants.  It is important that they understand what is available, so that they do not feel excluded.  If the 
information package on vehicle grants said that Lotterywest had the capacity to waive the contribution, more 
people might access the grants.  There has always been a complaint that these grants are set up but are not 
necessarily accessible because of the contribution that is required.  On that note, I will take my seat and hope that 
the Minister for Government Enterprises has an answer for me. 

MR E.S. RIPPER (Belmont - Minister for Government Enterprises) [10.09 am]:  I thank the member for 
Kimberley for raising this important issue.  Before I deal with the specifics of her comments, I must say that we 
have a terrific arrangement with Lotterywest and the gambling policy in this state, which I understand is 
supported by both sides of politics.  Unlike other states, we do not allow poker machines at all in Western 
Australia.  We allow only electronic gaming machines and only at the Burswood International Resort Casino.  
Rather than return funds to private shareholders, our lottery returns funds to the community.  We therefore avoid 
the damage in other states caused to family life and family finances by poker machines.  We have a terrific 
investment in social capital from Lotterywest grant activities.  Lotterywest will be distributing almost 
$70 million in direct grants to community organisations in the next financial year.  That is the envy of non-
government organisations in other states of Australia where this sort of facility is simply not available.  
Lotterywest has a strategic grants program that seeks to promote the effective development of the non-
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government sector.  It is therefore a matter not only of doling out money, but also of strategic investments to 
secure the future good performance of the non-government sector. 

The member has raised the issue of funding for vehicles.  It is true that Lotterywest has a criterion in its grant 
evaluation process that states that applicants should contribute around 20 per cent of the value of a vehicle that 
Lotterywest is to fund.  The reason for that requirement is that the expense of a vehicle is not merely in its initial 
acquisition; funds are required for fuel, tyres, maintenance, licensing and insurance.  Lotterywest would be 
concerned if an organisation acquired a vehicle and did not have the financial capacity to meet those ongoing 
costs.  One reason, therefore, for requiring a 20 per cent contribution is to provide assurance to Lotterywest that 
the organisation has the ongoing financial capacity to service those recurrent costs of vehicle ownership. 
Dr K.D. Hames:  Is that 20 per cent of the actual cost of the vehicle, or the vehicle plus all those ongoing 
additional requirements? 

Mr E.S. RIPPER:  My understanding - this might need to be corrected - is that it is 20 per cent of the cost of the 
vehicle. 
Dr K.D. Hames:  So that means the organisation has to first find that 20 per cent contribution, then pay those 
ongoing requirements, in effect doubling the amount? 

Mr E.S. RIPPER:  Lotterywest is seeking to ensure that the organisation has the capacity to service the ongoing 
costs of the vehicle.   
Dr K.D. Hames:  I understand that. 

Mr E.S. RIPPER:  There is a point that I can make, which might alleviate the member for Dawesville’s 
concerns, and the concerns of the member for Kimberley.  Lotterywest is prepared to be flexible in the way in 
which it applies the rule on the percentage of funds recipients are required to provide.  There is, therefore, an 
opportunity for organisations to put a case to Lotterywest about their special circumstances, whether it be the 
disadvantage of a particular group of people they are serving or the remote location in which they exist, and for 
Lotterywest to be flexible in the application of its rules.  I encourage the member for Kimberley, and indeed 
other members, to work with their organisations to help them to present the best case possible to Lotterywest so 
that this capacity for flexibility can be accessed.   

Dr K.D. Hames:  It would be better if organisations had to prove, as you said, that they had the funds for the 
first year of licensing and so on and that they had the capacity to raise funds thereafter, rather than have that 
flexibility.   

Mr E.S. RIPPER:  I am certainly happy to refer that matter to Lotterywest.  There may be other ways for 
Lotterywest to assure itself that the organisation has the ongoing financial capacity rather than apply the 20 per 
cent rule. 
Dr K.D. Hames:  Especially for Aboriginal communities. 
Mr E.S. RIPPER:  I make one further point.  If Lotterywest funds 100 per cent of the cost of a vehicle, it could 
subsidise a vehicle for fewer organisations.  That balance, therefore, must be taken into account.  Fortunately at 
the moment Lotterywest, as a business, is performing well, presumably partly on the back of the overall strong 
performance of the state economy in Western Australia, which is increasing the funds available to Lotterywest 
for direct grants.  We have now reached that very significant level that I outlined at the beginning of my remarks; 
that is, almost $70 million is available for distribution to non-government organisations in Western Australia.  
That is a very significant investment in the ongoing health of the community and the strength and robustness of 
community life.  I hope that provides the member for Kimberley with enough information to go back to her 
groups and encourage them to provide to Lotterywest, with her assistance, additional information that will enable 
Lotterywest to apply the flexibility that it tells me it does apply in the application of this rule and in the 
assessment of grants for the acquisition of motor vehicles.   
 


